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1.  Module – LL4407/LL5407/LL6407 Law of Insurance  

Workload: 6 hours per week (in one semester comprising 13 teaching weeks). 

2.  Module Objectives 

• To help students acquire a sound critical knowledge of the law governing insurance 

generally, and appreciate the economic and social setting underpinning these rules. Students 

are to evaluate the existing rules, ascertain deficiencies of the law and consider possible 

arguments and proposals for improvement and reforms. (To this end, some appreciation of 

comparative jurisdictions will be undertaken.) 

 

• To help students appreciate the theoretical underpinnings of the important insurance 

doctrines, the over-arching themes and underlying tensions in the entire sphere of insurance 

law and the practical operation of the industry, which at times lead to a divergence between 

law and practice.  

 

• To help students appreciate the concepts of risk management, the protection of commercial 

businesses assets and the protection of individual lives and assets against unforeseen 

contingencies and losses that may arise.  

 

• To help students consider the statutory regulatory regime, government supervision, legal 

regulation of intermediaries and the insurance industry, industry self-regulatory framework 

and issues of consumer protection. 

 

At the end of the course, students should be in a position to advise on the validity of claims under 

a policy. Students should also be familiar with the techniques of claiming under the policy and 

resisting the insurer’s denial of claims. In the final analysis, when there is no obvious solution to 

a given problem or scenario, students should be able to reason from first principles, drawing on 
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their general understanding of not only the rules but also underpinning theories and rationales, 

evolving doctrines and controversies in order to arrive at a defensible and reasoned  solution.  
 

3.  Teaching Objectives and Methodology 

The course will be taught via lectures and seminars.  The aim of these classes is to provide students 

with the general principles of insurance law which they are expected to build upon.  Students are 

to participate actively in classes and to prepare for seminars by reading and analysing the cases for 

each seminar.  They are expected to discuss the problems presented and arrive at their own 

independent conclusions.   

 

4.  Assessment Format  

A final open-book sit down examination* (written paper comprising 65% of the final grade), as 

well as class performance, presentation and assignment (35% of the final grade). 
 

*note we will set it as final exam & depending on the Covid-19 developments in the semester it 

can be changed to 2.5-Hr Take Home Exam to be schedule in exam week 
 

 

 

5.  Course Outline 

 

• Theoretical Foundations & Description of Insurance Contracts 

• Formation and Formalities 

• Insurable Interest 

• Pre-contractual duties (good faith; non-disclsoure; misrepresentation) 

• Warranties 

• Intermediaries  

• Construction of Common Terms 

• Principles of Causation 

• Claims procedure 

• Public Policy and Illegality 

• Fraudulent claims 

• Indemnity  

• Subrogation 
 

 

6.  Reading Materials 
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Textbooks 

Introductory: 

Clarke, Policies and Perceptions of Insurance Law in the Twenty-First Century (2007) 

 

Basic Textbooks: 

Poh Chu Chai, General Insurance Law (2009)  

Tan Lee Meng, Insurance Law in Singapore (2nd Ed., 1997)  

Birds' Modern Insurance Law (11th Ed, 2019) (available digitally through library resource) 

 

Further Reading: 

Clarke, Law of Insurance Contracts (6th Ed., 2009). 

Clarke, Law of Liability Insurance (2nd Ed, 2017)  

MacGillivray on Insurance Law: relating to all risks other than marine (14th Ed, 2018).  

Merkin, Colinvaux’s Law of Insurance (12th Ed, 2019).  
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